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Federal Communications Commission
Office 01 the Secretary

Your letter to the Director of Legislative Affairs concerning
reallocation of microwave frequencies has been referred to me for
reply. Your constituent, John T. Ackerman of the Public Service
Company of New Mexico, expressed concern to you regarding
proposals to reallocate frequencies at 2 GHz that potentially
would impact the public utilities currently using those
frequencies.

On January 16, 1992, the Commission adopted a Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (Notice) in ET Docket No. 92-9 that proposes
allocating 220 MHz of 2 GHz spectrum for use by providers of
emerging technologies. With regard to licensees currently using
portions of this spectrum, the Commission proposed to permit state
and local government licensees, including public safety agencies,
to continue indefinitely their current operations on a primary
basis. Other users would be permitted to continue their current
operations on a primary basis for a period of time to be
established -- such as 10 or 15 years -- and then permitted to
continue operating only on a secondary basis. Expansion and new
microwave systems also would be permitted only on a secondary
basis in this band. Expansion and new systems on a primary basis
would be permitted at higher frequencies. In conjunction with the
Notice, the Commission will release a staff study of existing use
of this spectrum and identify other suitable frequencies available
for this purpose. To further facilitate accommodation of the
competing demands for this spectrum, the Commission also proposed
to permit negotiation of financial arrangements between existing
licensees and parties proposing new services that would facilitate
access to this spectrum for services employing emerging
technologies.

These provisions are intended to prevent disruption to the
communications of the existing licensees, yet still provide the
spectrum needed by U.S. companies to develop new and innovative
telecommunications products and services and bolster U.S.
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competitiveness in world telecommunications markets. An example
of one such new proposed service is the personal communications
service (PCS), which the Commission is addressing concurrently in
GEN Docket No. 90-314.

The need of the public utility community for reliable
communication is of importance to the Commission, and is being
taken carefully into consideration. Your constituent's concerns
will be taken into account before a final determination is made,
and for that purpose, I am making his letter part of the record in
the two dockets discussed above, ET Docket No. 92-9 and GEN Docket
No. 90-314.

Sincerely,

Thomas P. Stanley
Chief Engineer
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PETE V. COMENIeI
NEW MEXICO
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Linda T. Solheim'
Legislative Affairs Office
F.C.C.
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Linda:
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Because of my desire to be responsive to all inquiries
directed to me, and knowing that you share this desire, the
attached letter is referred to you for consideration.

I would very much appreciate your evaluating the information
presented and taking whatever action is required to resolve the
situation.

At your earliest convenience ,-I-would be grateful for your
findings and views, j~ duplicate form. Please send your response
to the attention of (Allegra Carpenter.

Sincerely,

~
Pete V. Qomenici
United States Senator

PVD/acc
Enclosure
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November 22, 1991

The Honorable Pete V. Domenici
United State Senate
SD-427 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510-3101

Dear Senator Domenici:

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is proposing to clear an area of the
radio spectrum which has been used by police,local and state governments and utilities
to permit commercial use of that part of the spectrum. The Public Service Company of
New Mexico, opposes the FCC's direction and requests your assistance.

Currently, 'both PNM and the Gas Company of New Mexico operate private microwave
systems for the purpose of controlling, monitoring, and protecting our utility systems.
Our systems use the 1850-2200 MHz frequency band. These systems are essential to our
continued ability to provide customers reliable service.

PNM has invested about $5.6 million in these microwave ,systems. A substantial portion
of this investment will be lost if the FCC requires us to abandon the part of the
spectrum in which we now operate.

Should the FCC move to provide the 1850-2200 MHz spectrum to commercial broadcast
interests, we propose the following:

• Adequate replacement spectrum must be found that possess the same unique
transmission characteristics which are ideally suited for long distances.
Additionally, the replacement spectrum should minimize cost and ease transfer
problems.

• Current users should be given time to move. Planning, engineering, frequency
coordination, equipment procurement, and installation could take as long as one
year, even on relatively simple systems.

• The comme'rcial interests seeking the "emergency" part of the spectrum should pay
the costs of police, state, local governments, and utilities to move from that part
of the spectrum.

Alvarado SqU3fe
A1huquerque, New Mexico 87158
5051M8 2700



Public Service Company of New Mexico

We would very much appreciate your assist in communicating these concerns to the
FCC. I understand the FCC has docketed a hearing on this issue for December 5, 1991
and is likely to issue a proposed rulemaking thereafter. We do not believe that the
reliability of our electric and gas service or the expense of continuing to insure that
reliability should be borne by either our customers or our shareholders.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

J J!:kerman
~dentand
Chairman of the Board

cc: Gov. Bruce King
L. Ingram, Chairman--PSC


